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About this event: 
 
Course Title: Understanding Assessment and Improving Delivery in International 
GCSE Business 
 
Course Code: 4BS1-24IF1 
 
 

Aims and Objectives of the event: 
 

• Gain a deeper understanding of the Assessment Objectives (AOs) 

• Gain a deeper understanding of the assessment structure 

• Look at examples of best responses, providing tips across all question types 

• Focus on how to mark questions using student examples 

• See what further support and resources are available. 
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Agenda: 
 
 

Time Item 

10.00 Introductions and Agenda 

10.20 What does the IGCSE Business qualification look like? 

10.40 What are the Assessment Objectives (AOs) in IGCSE Business? 

10.50 
‘Points-based’ questions and ‘Levels-based’ ‘Analyse’ question 
with 3 activities 

1.00 Lunch 

1.45 Levels-based ‘Justify’ and ‘Evaluate’ questions with 2 activities 

3.15 Support 

3.30 Final Questions 
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‘Define…’ Mark Scheme: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 1(b) 
 

 
 

‘Define…’ Exemplar 1: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 1(b) 
 

 
 

AO1 =       /1 
 
Total Mark: 

  



 
 
 

Prepared by Pack Production 2024  

 

 
 
 
 

5  

 

 

‘Define…’ Exemplar 2: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 1(b) 
 

 
AO1 =       /1 
 
Total Mark: 
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Activity 1: Consider the context 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Stem: 
 
This is the stem from the June 2023 Paper 1 – underline things 
that could be useful as part of Application (AO2)? 
 

Irsi Chocolatier is a chocolate shop in Brussels, the capital 

city of Belgium. There are many other chocolate shops 

nearby. Opened in 1989 by the Corne family the business 

now has four directors and three employees. Florent Corne 

is the Managing Director with three other family members 

as Directors. Irsi Chocolatier opens from Tuesday till 

Saturday. The shop sells a variety of handmade chocolates 

and jelly fruit sweets. It delivers locally and has a website 

for information purposes only. 
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Activity 1: Consider the context 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Extra Context: 
 
I now want you to think, on your tables, about other words that 
could be used to contextualise a response using this stem. Put 
these words into the table below. 
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‘State…’ Mark Scheme: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_01) Question 2(a) 
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‘State…’ Exemplar 1: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 2(a) 
 

 
 

AO2 =      /1 
 

Total Mark: 
 

‘State…’ Exemplar 2: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 2(a) 
 

 
 

AO2 =      /1 
 
Total Mark: 
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‘Calculate…’ Mark Scheme: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 1(e) 
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‘Calculate…’ Exemplar 1: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 1(e) 
 

 
 

AO2 =      /2 
 
Total Mark: 
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‘Calculate…’ Exemplar 2: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 1(e) 
 

 
 

AO2 =      /2 
 
Total Mark: 
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Activity 2: Contend with connectives 
‘Good’ and ‘Bad’ connectives 
 

Good 

Connectives 

Bad 

Connectives 
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‘Explain one…’ Mark Scheme: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_01) Question 2(e) 
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‘Explain one…’ Exemplar 1: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_01) Question 2(e) 
 

 
 

AO1 =       /3 
 
Total Mark =  
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‘Explain one…’ Exemplar 2: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_01) Question 2(e) 
 

 
 

AO1 =       /3 
 
Total Mark =  
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Activity 3: Reduce the response 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 1(f) 
 
This is what a student wrote that took 67 words to do to collect 
the full 3 marks. 
 

 

 

AO1 =       /3 
 
Total Mark =  
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Activity 3: Reduce the response 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 1(f) 
 
Now write your OWN ‘reduced’ version that still scores 3 marks to 
this question in the space below. 

 
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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‘Outline…’ Mark Scheme: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 3(b) 
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‘Outline…’ Exemplar 1: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 3(b) 
 

 
 

AO2 =       /2 
 
Total Mark =  
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‘Outline…’ Exemplar 2: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 3(b) 
 

 

 

AO2 =       /2 
 
Total Mark =  
  



 
 
 

Prepared by Pack Production 2024  

 

 
 
 
 

22  

 

‘Analyse…’ Mark Scheme: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 1(g) 
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‘Analyse…’ Exemplar 1: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 1(g) 
 

 

 

Level for AO2  

Level for AO3  

Overall Level  

Overall Mark  
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‘Analyse…’ Exemplar 2: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 1(g) 
 

 

 

Level for AO2  

Level for AO3  

Overall Level  

Overall Mark  
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‘Justify…’ Mark Scheme: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 2(f) 
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‘Justify…’ Mark Scheme: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 2(f) 
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‘Justify…’ Exemplar 1: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 2(f) 
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‘Justify…’ Exemplar 1: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 2(f) 
 

 
 

Level for AO2  

Level for AO3  

Level for AO4  

Overall Level  

Overall Mark  

  



 
 
 

Prepared by Pack Production 2024  

 

 
 
 
 

29  

 

‘Justify…’ Exemplar 2: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 2(f) 
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‘Justify…’ Exemplar 2: 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 2(f) 
 

 
 

Level for AO2  

Level for AO3  

Level for AO4  

Overall Level  

Overall Mark  
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Activity 4: Which response is the best? 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 2(f) Exemplar 1 
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Activity 4: Which response is the best? 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 2(f) Exemplar 1 
 

 
 

Level for AO2  

Level for AO3  

Level for AO4  

Overall Level  

Overall Mark  

 
  



 
 
 

Prepared by Pack Production 2024  

 

 
 
 
 

33  

 

Activity 4: Which question is best? 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 2(f) Exemplar 2 
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Activity 4: Which question is best? 
June 2023 Paper 1 (4BS1_01) Question 2(f) Exemplar 2 
 

 
 

Level for AO2  

Level for AO3  

Level for AO4  

Overall Level  

Overall Mark  
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‘Evaluate…’ Stem 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) 
 

 
  



 
 
 

Prepared by Pack Production 2024  

 

 
 
 
 

36  

 

‘Evaluate…’ Mark Scheme 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 4(c) 
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‘Evaluate…’ Mark Scheme 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 4(c) 
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‘Evaluate…’ Exemplar 1: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 4(c) 
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‘Evaluate…’ Exemplar 1: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 4(c) 
 

 
 

Level for AO1  

Level for AO2  

Level for AO3  

Level for AO4  

Overall Level  

Overall Mark  
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Activity 5: Find the level: 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 4(c) Exemplar 1 
 

 
Level for AO1  

Level for AO2  

Level for AO3  

Level for AO4  

Overall Level  

Overall Mark  
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Activity 5: Find the level 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 4(c) Exemplar 2 
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Activity 5: Find the level 
June 2023 Paper 2 (4BS1_02) Question 4(c) Exemplar 2 
 

Level for AO1  

Level for AO2  

Level for AO3  

Level for AO4  

Overall Level  

Overall Mark  
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Personal Learning: 
 
Things to do: 

• Make sure that you recognise that the levels of response questions will be marked according 
to a line of best fit across all two/three/four of the Assessment Objectives or ‘AOs’ 
contained within the level descriptor depending on the question. 
 

• Make sure you know what each command word requires students to do and which Assessment 
Objectives (AOs) it targets. 

 

• Use the Examiners’ Reports the annotated worked exemplars contained within it to help your 
students prepare (usually June exam series only). 

 

• Use the ‘Getting Started’ guide (available on the Pearson website) to understand the breadth 
and scope of the specification. 

 
Things to avoid: 

• Writing generic answers that take no account of the stem at the start of the paper is a major 
source of lost marks on some very straightforward questions E.g. ‘State’ and ‘Outline’ and 
‘Analyse’. 
 

• Over writing on low-tariff questions, so candidates then run out of time on the higher-tariff 
questions in Question 4. 

 

 

Your ideas: 


